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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
FIRBY RECEIVES SOCIAL SCIENCE WRITING AWARD 
CHARLESTON --Amy Firby of Arthur received second place in Eastern Illinois 
University's Social Science Writing Competition. 
Firby's paper, "Teacher, Pray for Me-- If You Can?", focused on the religion 
clause of the First Amendment to the Constitution, and briefly details the history of 
two U.S. Supreme Court cases (Engel v. Vitale and Wallace v. Jaffree), involving the 
prohibition of prayer in the public school system. It gives arguments opposing prayer, 
but encourages a daily moment of silence for children to use as they wish. 
Her paper was written for a history class she completed this fall, taught by 
Professor Lynn Curry. Firby received a $50 cash award for her effort. 
A 1 993 graduate of Arthur High School, Firby is a junior zoology major at 
Eastern. 
She is the daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. Jerald Firby of Loban, Iowa. 
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